VII. TRAVEL

,   THE RAILWAY

To the traveller of 1857 a railway trip offered at
least as much excitement as an aeroplane trip does
today. The death of Huskisson, President of the Board of
Trade, who had stepped into the path of an engine as
yet unprovided with brakes, served as a vivid reminder
of the dangers attendant on this mode of travel, just as
the death of the Minister for Air in the R 101 disaster
emphasised those of flying, just over a century later.

The London and Greenwich line was begun in 1854,
and part of it, as far as Deptford, was opened in February
1856. It was, at first, treated as a show. In his life of
George Stephenson, Samuel Smiles describes how: *The
usual attractions were employed to make it a "draw",
A band of musicians, in the garb of Beefeaters, was
stationed at the London end, and another band at
Deptford* For cheapness* sake the Deptford band was
shortly superseded by a large barrel organ, which played
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